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Public  Health  Department , 


Telephone:  Sunbury-on-Thames  4221  Council  Offices, 

Sunbury-on-Thame  s . 
July,  I960. 

To  the  Chair man  and.  Members  of  the 
Sunbury-on-Thames  Urban  District  Council  * 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  matters  relating  to  the 
health  of  the  District  during  1 959  * 

The  birth  rate,  though  slightly  lower  than  in  1953  was  exceeded  in  one 
District  only  in  the  County  and  was  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  rose  slightly  and  was  somewhat  higher  than  the  corresponding 
rates  for  the  County  and  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  deaths  numbered  10.  In  the  group  aged  1  -14  years  there  was  one 
death.  73  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of 
age. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  (i)  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels, 
(ii)  cancer,  and  (iii)  '’chest”  infections.  The  lung  was  the  commonest  site  of 
cancer . 

Whilst  it  is  of  local  interest  to  record  these  statistics  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  they  are  based  on  a  comparatively  small  population  and  are 
therefore  subject  to  sharp  fluctuations. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  with  the 
exception  of  tuberculosis  and  pneumonia. 

The  commonest  notifiable  infections  were  measles  (461  cases),  scarlet  fever 
(64  cases),  and  whooping  cough  (22  cases).  Scarlet  fever  was  more  prevalent 
than  in  preceding  years  but  clinically  the  infection  was  comparatively  mild. 
Though  there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  the 
incidence  was  lower  than  in  1957  when  notifications  totalled  614*  The  two 
cases  of  encephalitis  followed  measles  and  mumps. 

Four  cases  of  dysentery  due  to  shigella  sonne  were  notified.  I  suspect 
that  the  true  incidence  of  this  infection  in  the  District  is  much  higher  than 
this  number  suggests.  The  symptoms  -  usually  diarrhoea  -  are  often  compara¬ 
tively  mild  so  medical  advice  is  not  always  sought.  Nevertheless  the  disease 
is  highly  infectious.  In  particular,  food  handlers  suffering  from  diarrhoea 
should  discontinue  their  occupation  for  the  time  being  and  consult  their 
medical  advisers. 

Similarly,  food  poisoning  is  probably  more  common  than  the  number  of 
notifications  indicates.  In  addition  to  the  four  notified  cases  the  Public 
Health  Department  investigated  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning, to  which  reference 
is  made  on  page  14°  Here  150  persons  developed  symptoms  after  a  canteen  meal. 
The  outbreak  illustrates  the  possible  consequences  of  consuming  re-heated  meat. 
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Preventive  inoculations  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis 
and  smallpox  are  carried  out  by  family  doctors  and  at  the  local  health 
authority  clinics..  Persons  up  to  forty  years  of  age  are  now  eligible  for 
preventive  inoculation  against  poliomyelitis. 

The  report  on  the  swimming-bath,  on  page  14,  is  submitted  in  accordance 
with  the  directions  given  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  l/60. 

I  am  glad  to  record  that  during  the  year  some  forty  dwellings  on  Hamhaugh 
Island,  formerly  dependent  on  shallow  wells,  have  been  provided  with  a  piped 
water  supply  from  water  company  mains.  A  piped  water  supply  has  also  been 
made  available  to  dwellings  on  the  River  Ash  Estate.  The  wells,  of  which  a 
few  continue  in  use  as  sources  of  domestic  supply,  have  always  been  viewed 
with  suspicion,  justified  by  various  adverse  bacteriological  reports.  Water 
from  these  wells  should  be  boiled  prior  to  consumption. 

Progress  is  being  made  with  the  demolition  of  unfit  dwellings  in  a 
Clearance  Area.  Closure  Orders  and  Demolition  Orders  have  been  placed  on 
other  dwellings.  Inspections  are  being  carried  out  on  unfit  dwellings  on  a 
current  list.  The  lack  of  sufficient  alternative  accommodation  for  displaced 
families  has  resulted  in  inevitable  delay  in  implementing  Closure  and 
Demolition  Orders. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  co-operation  in  preparing  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  ARNALLT  JONES . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  RELATING-  TO 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SUNBURY - ON- THAMES 

Area  in  acres:  .  .  .  5,609  Population  (estimated  by  the  29,710 

Re  gistrar-G-enera  1 
for  mid-year  1959) 

Rateable  Value:  ...  £622,503  Product  of  a  Id  Rate  . ..  £2,210 


*  *  sje  *  *  ❖  ❖  *  * 


Live  births  . ..  . ..  . .. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . ..  (a) 

(t) 

Still-births  . . .  . . .  . .  0 

Total  live  and  still-births  .  <>  <>  . . . 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 
Illegitimate  live  births  . ..  ... 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

>;<  #  #  >;<  v  jj.  >;<  >;< 


Deaths 


o  o  o 


coo 


o  o  o 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population 


Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 


Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks) 

per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one 

week)  per  1,000  total  live  births  oo. 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 

one  week  combined)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still-births 


Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

JjC  «£k  •*Jl»  iji  ffi  ii'fi  «'/.  ij?  M  ^ 


on-Thames 


577 

19.4 

17.3 

7 

584 

12.1 

21 


England 
Jfc  Wales  * 

750,170 

16.5 

15,889 

766,059 

20.7 


3.6 


318  527,574 

10.7  11.6 

12.3 

10  16,471 

17.3  22.0 

16.2 

47.6 

12.1 

10.4 


22.3 

Nil 


Comparability  Factors 

Births:  0.89 
Deaths:  1.15 

(a)  Crude  Rate  (b)  Adjusted  Rate  *  Provisional  Rate 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 

Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

ooo  ooo  ooo  301 

255 

556 

Illegitimate 

OOO  OOO  OOO  9 

12 

21 

310 

267 

577 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

ooo 

1 9  »4 

Adjusted  birth 

rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

ooo 

17o3 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population  (England  and  Wales) 

ooo 

l6o5 

Live  Births  1955  -  1959 


Sunbury-on-Thames 

England 
and  Wales 

Year 

Live 

births 

Crude  rate 
per  1 , 000 
population 

Adjusted 
rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Rate  per 

1,000 

population 

1955 

453 

17.8 

16.7 

15.0 

1956 

523 

19.6 

17-8 

15=7 

1957 

619 

22o4 

20o4 

16.1 

1958 

557 

19o6 

17o6 

16.4 

1959 

577 

«-  ........ .1 

19c4 

17.3 

16.5  ! 

1 

Still-births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  « <>  o  o  <> «  « <>  <>  4  3  7 

Illegitimate  o«o  ooo  ooo 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still-births  -  12.1 

(England  and  Wales  -  20 o7) 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 


Males 

Females 


Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

8  •  -  8 

1  1  2 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live 
births  -  17.3  (England  and  Wales  -  22. 0) 


#  %  %  $  >;«  *  #  >;<  #  #  >!<  *'< 


Infant  deaths  are  analysed  in  the  following  table  and 
it  is  shown  that  4  occurred  in  the  first  day  of  life. 


Causes 

Ages 

Under 

1  day 

1  -  6 

days 

7-14 

days 

15  -  20 
days 

21  -  28 
days 

1  -  12 

months 

Prematurity 

3 

2 

Intracranial 
birth  injury 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

Asphyxia 
from  fumes 
due  to  fire 

1 

Influenza 

1 

Infant  Mortality  1955  -  1959 

j 

Sunbury-on-Thame s 

England  <&  Wales 

Year 

Live 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

Births 

under  1  year 

live  births 

live  births 

1955 

453 

9 

19o9 

24.9  (a) 

1956 

523 

10 

19.1 

25.8  (a) 

1957 

619 

12 

19.4 

23.0 

1958 

565 

8 

14.4 

22.6 

1959 

577 

.  . 

10 

17.3 

22,0 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  live  births, 
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Males  Female  s  Total 

153  .  '  165  318 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  population  . .  .  10.7 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  population  ...  12.3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

population  (England  and  Wales)  ...  11.6 


Deaths  1955  -  1 


/  f  r  ' 

1 

Sunbury-on-Thames 

England 
and  Wales 

Year 

Deaths- 

Crude  rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Adjusted 
rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

1955 

205 

8.1 

9.1 

11 .7 

1956 

204 

7.6 

9.6 

11.7 

1957 

254 

9.2 

11 .9 

11.5 

1958 

299 

10.5 

11 .9 

11.7 

1959 

318 

10.7 

12.3 

11.6 

E  xp lana  t ory  Note: 

Adjusted  Rates;  When  comparing  the  rate  of  one  district 
with  that  of  another  allowances  should  be  made  for  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  and  an  adjusted  rate 
obtained  which  is  the  xjFoduct  of  the  crude  rate  and  the 
comparability  factor. 


Comparability  factors  for  the  District 
(Calculated  by  the  Registrar-G-eneral) 


Births:  0.89  Deaths:  1.15 
Chief  Causes  of  Death 

139 
68 
AO 


Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels 

Malignant  new  growths 

Influenza,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

-  REGISTRAR- GENERAL  ’  S 

"OFFICIAL  BETUSi 

_  FOR  _THE_ 

YEAR  1959 

Males-  Females 

Tota: 

1 . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

000 

1 

- 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

000 

- 

- 

- 

3o 

Syphilitic  disease 

0  e  0 

1 

- 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  . . . 

0  0  » 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough  . . » 

000 

- 

- 

- 

6 . 

Meningococcal  infections 

000 

- 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

00c 

- 

- 

- 

8o 

Ivi  e  a  s  1  e  s  0 . .  ... 

000 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

1 

2 

10c 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

000 

2 

5 

7 

11c 

do.  lung,  bronchus 

23 

1 

24 

12c 

do.  breast 

000 

- 

8 

8 

13. 

do.  uterus 

000 

- 

5 

5 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

diseases 

11 

13 

24 

13. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

000 

1 

1 

2 

1 6  o 

Diabetes  ...  ... 

000 

- 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

19 

30 

49 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

0  9  0 

21 

17 

38 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

5 

2 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

OOO 

9 

24 

33 

21  o 

Other  circulatory  disease 

OOO 

2 

10 

12 

22. 

Influenza  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

4 

4 

8 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

e  0  0 

6 

11 

17 

24. 

Bronchitis  . . A  ... 

000 

12 

3 

15 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

2 

4 

6 

2( . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

OOO 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0  0  0 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

OOO 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

<* 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

OOO 

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

12 

16 

28 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0  0  0 

5 

Mm 

5 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

000 

7 

2 

9 

35. 

Suicide  .0.  ... 

000 

1 

2 

3 

36 . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

000 

- 

- 

- 

ALL 

CAUSES 

153 

165 

318 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


'  ■  p 

Causes 

1 _ h  t  “  1  ”  \/  ■■  ' 

■ 

Age 

in  Years 

Under 

1  yr  u 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

63  & 

over 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

. 1  j 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

5  ! 

) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 

1 

11 

12  j 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

4 

. 1 . ! 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

2 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

9 

14 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1  ! 

Diabetes 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

3 

45 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1 

6 

31 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

32 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

11 

Influenza 

1 

2 

5  i 

Pneumoni  a 

1 

1 

15 

Bronch:  tis 

2 

. u . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

. . 

. 

5 

. . r' . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

. 

3 

. . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

j 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

1 

...  * 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

2 

7 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

2 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

1 

6  j 

Suicide 

1 

 I 

2 

1 

ALL  CAUSES 

i 

10 

1 

20 

55 

232 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
Diseases  notified  by  medical  practitioners  in  each  month  of  1959: 


Month 

Dysen 

-tery 

Encepha 

-litis 

Erysi¬ 

pelas 

Fopd 

poison 

-ing 

Measles 

0phtho 

neona¬ 

torum 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

lv-rr“T 

Scar 

-let 

fever 

Whoop 

-ing 

cough 

Jan 

11 

5 

Feb 

18 

2 

2 

1 

Mar 

1 

61 

2 

5 

2 

Apl 

2 

1 

91 

1 

5 

4 

May 

99 

9 

June 

1 

44 

11 

2 

July 

74 

2 

12 

1 

Aug 

1 

1 

1 

56 

5 

3 

Sept 

2 

7 

3 

8 

Oct 

3 

1 

Nov 

1 

1 

1 

Dec 

5 

Total 

4 

2 

1 

4 

__  ■ 

461 

_ j _ 

7 

64 

22 

The  following  diseases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  by  Head  Teachers  of  Schools: 

Chickenpox  » . »  6 1  Measles  0 » «>  7 6  Scarlet  fever  o  «> »  12 

German  measles  oa«  28  Mumps  00o  41  Whooping  cough  „  „ «,  6 


The  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  in  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows: 


Disease 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

2 

5 

4 

Acute  encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning 

2 

5 

2 

1 

4 

Measles 

288 

10 

619 

112 

461 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Scarlet  fever 

16 

11 

22 

14 

64 

Whooping  cough 

35 

38 

56 

6 

22 

11 


Tuberculosis 


Age 

Group 

1  :  . 

I  Hew  cases 

notified  ; 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

-Pul  Pulmonary 

Non-Pul 

M  |  F 

i  M 

F  M 

F 

M  i  F 

Under  5  years 

i 

5-14  i  |  ! 

.........  . 

: 

j 

15  -  24 

!  1 

f  i 

i 

i 

. 

. ; . 

•; 

l 

25  -  44 

CM 

!  1 

1 

45  -  64 

;  1  1 

• 

i 

| 

j 

65  and  over 

1  | 

j 

l  : 

Total 

5i3 

j  _ 

■SOS!  r-i  fA  "a-. 

1 

- 

Number  of  cases  who  have  moved  into  the 

District  during  1959 

Number  of  cases  who  have  moved  to 

other  Districts 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  Register 

as  "Recovered" 

Number  of  cases  restored  to  Register 

Certificates  of_yaopination 

258  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  were  brought  to  this  office 
during  the  year  and  the  signature  of  the  doctor  authenticated, 

Ijamuni  sat  ion  and  Vac  c  ina  tion 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer  for  the  following  information 
regarding  immunisations  and  vaccinations  carried  out  in  this  District  during  1959° 


Number  of  children  who  completed  a 
;  full  course  of  primary  immunisation 

Age 

<  Diphtheria 
only 

1 

Combined 
diphtheria 
and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough 

Whooping 
cough  only 

Under  1  year  j  180 

318 

181 

1  year  I  42 

36 

40 

2  -  4  |  12 

9 

5 

5-14  49 

2 

- 

15  and  over  '  1 

- 

- 

Total  j  284 

365 

226 

13 

3 

4 
2 
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Immunisation  and  inati°n  (  Continued) 


Age 

Number  of  children  who  received  a 
secondary  (reinforcing)  injection 

Diphtheria 

only 

Combined 
diphtheria 
and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough 

Who oping 
cough  only 

Under  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

1  year 

- 

- 

- 

2  -  4 

28 

2 

- 

5-14 

567 

15 

- 

1 5  and  over 

- 

- 

-  ■ 

Total 

595 

17 

- 

Age 

Persons  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated 

Vaccination 

Re-vaccination 

Under  1  year 

450 

- 

1  year 

30 

3 

2-4 

19 

5 

5-14 

28 

11 

1 5  and  over 

21 

51 

Total 

548 

70 

M  I  S  CE  L  L  A  N  E  0  U  S  I  T  E  M  S 
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Dwelling  Accommodation 

The  number  of  dwellings  in  the  District  in  1959  was  10,436.  In  addition 
386  caravans  were  in  use. 

806  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

Water  Supplies 

The  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  the  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company  and  the 
"Woking  and  District  Water  Company  provide  the  District  with  a  piped  water  supply. 

A  few  dwellings,  however,  depend  on  shallow  wells  as  sources  of  domestic  water 
supply.  At  least  six  such  wells  are  in  use.  Of  28  water  samples  taken  from 
wells  5  were  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  Three  samples  from  standpipes  were 
satisfactory. 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  transported  to  the  Charlton  Refuse  Disposal  Plant.  Complaints  of 
atmospheric  pollution  from  grit  from  the  plant  have  been  received  and  suitable  action 
has  been  taken.  , , 


Sewerage 


The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  sewered  in  connection  with  the  Mogden 
Sewerage  Works.  In  addition  several  hundred  cesspools  are  in  use  where  the 
sewers  are  not  available.  Many  dwellings  of  the  semi-permanent  type  -  mostly 
along  the  riverside  -  are  provided  with  E3-san  closets.  1?6  dwellings  (other 
than  newly  erected  dwellings)  were  connected  to  the  main  sewer  during  1959 • 

Food  Poisoning 

(a)  Notified:  Four  unrelated  cases  were  notified.  One  case  was  due  to  the 

Staphylococcus  Aureus  and  another  was  caused  by  the  Salmonella 
Newport.  In  two  instances  the  cause  was  not  discovered. 

(b)  Otherwise  Discovered 

(i)  Inquiries  concerning  the  notified  case  of  food  poisoning  due  to 

Staphylococcus  Aureus  revealed  that  another  member  of  the  family  was 
also  affected. 

(ii)  An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  a  canteen  was  investigated. 

Approximately  150  persons  were  affected.  The  symptoms  were  not 
severe . 

The  outbreak  was  due  to  the  consumption  of  veal  infected  with 
Clostridia  Welchii.  The  veal  had  been  rolled,  kept  in  a 
refrigerator,  cooked  and,  later,  reheated  before  serving.  In  con¬ 
sequence  the  bacteria,  though  probably  harmlessly  few  in  number 
initially,  had  been  afforded  favourable  opportunities  of  multiplying. 
The  standard  of  hygiene  among  the  canteen  staff  and  of  the  premises 
was  satisfactory. 

The  outbreak  illustrates  the  risks  attendant  on  certain  methods  of 
preparation  and  cooking  of  meat.  Rolled  meat  should  be  cooked  and, 
preferably,  consumed  on  the  day  of  preparation  and  should  not  be 
reheated. 


The  open  air  swimming  bath,  which  has  a  capacity  of  1 65? 000  gallons,  is  in 
use  between  May  and  September.  It  is  emptied  and  refilled  twice  weekly.  The 
water  is  drawn  from  the  Thames  and  is  not  filtered.  Chlorination  is  effected 
manually  by  the  addition  of  chloride  of  lime  to  the  water  during  the  process  of 
filling.  Tests  for  residual  chlorine  are  carried  out  three  times  daily  by  the 
orthotolidine  method.  Further  chlorination  is  carried  out  as  required  in  order 
to  maintain  an  optimum  level  of  0.5  part  per  million  of  residual  chlorine. 

The  daily  records  kept  by  the  attendant  confirm  the  impracticability  of 
achieving  a  constant  level  of  chlorination  by  these  means. 

Turbidity  is  a  pronounced  and  undesirable  feature  in  the  swimming  bath.  It 
could  be  obviated  to  a  large  extent  by  filtration  and  the  use  of  coagulants. 

Bathers  provide  their  own  towels  and  swimsuits. 

There  are  no  showers  or  footbaths  for  preliminary  washing. 

Improvements  to  the  swimming  bath  are  being  undertaken  during  the  i960 
season.  These  will  include  the  installation  of  a  filtration-aeration- 
chlorination  plant  through  which  the  water,  drawn  from  the  mains,  will  be  in  con¬ 
stant  circulation  at  a  rate  designed  to  produce  a  complete  turnover  of  the  bath 
water  every  six  hours.  The  automatic  injection  of  aluminium  salts  and  soda 
solution  will  aid  clarification  and  counteract  acidity.  Footbaths  will  be 
provided  and  so  designed  that  bathers  will  have  to  step  through  them  before  enter- 
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ing  the  bath.,  A  toddlers  pool  will  be  linked  to  the  main  system,. 


A  bacteriological  report  on  a  sample  of  the  swimming  bath  water  reads  as 
follows: 

(1)  "Agar  plate  count  after  aerobic  incubation  for  2!+  hours  at 

37  C  -  more  than  1,000  colonies  per  millilitre. 

(2)  Probable  number  of  coliform  organisms  after  incubation  in 
McConkey's  medium  for  2  days  at  37  C  -  more  than  25  per  100  ml." 


All  schools  in  the  District  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  were 
inspected  at  the  request  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer.  The  inspections  were 
carried  out  by  a  team  comprising  the  Headmaster,  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  concerned  with  each  school,  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and,  in  some  cases,  a  Health  Visitor  acquainted  with  the  school. 

Matters  relative  to  environmental  hygiene,  sanitation  and  school  meals  were 
examined  and  a  joint  report  made  of  each  school  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Sec.  47.  and 
National  Assistance  Obnendme^t)"  ActT"  195J_ - 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these  Acts. 


Middlesex 


Section  357  of  the  Act  enables  the  local  authority  to  grant  licences  in 
connection  with  Massage  and  Special  Treatment. 

Licences  granted  -  2:  Licences  refused  -  Nil. 

Factories  Acts,  1,937  .to  1959 

Particulars  of  the  administration  of  these  Acts  are  submitted  in  an 
Appendix  to  this  report. 


Eighty- seven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Epsom. 


Water  (bacteriological  examination) 


Wells  . . . 

0  ©  0 

28 

samples 

Mains  supply  (standpipes) 

3 

samples 

Stools  000  000 

©  0  0 

42 

samples 

Milk  00.  000 

000 

7 

samples 

Ice  Cream  ...  ... 

0  6  0 

1 

sample 

Imported  Liquid  Egg 

OOO 

3 

samples 

Veal  o.o  0  0 . 

0  6  6 

1 

sample 

Ham  e  0  0  .  e  0 

•  O  O 

1 

sample 

G-ravy  ...  ... 

OOO 

1 

sample 
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Food  and  Drugs  Aot^  1?,55 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  whole  of  the 
County  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control  Department  of 
the  Middlesex  County  Council  for  the  following  information  on  samples  procured 
and  inspections  carried  out  in  this  District  during  1 959  - 

"Food  and  Prug3  Act,  1955:  I  attach  a  list  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs 

procured  under  the  above  Act  in  the  Urban  District  of  Sunbury-on-Thames 
during  the  year  1959°  Only  one  sample  examined  during  the  year  proved  to 
be  unsatisfactory.  A  bar  of  toffee  purchased  by  a  child  from  a  retailer  in 
the  District  was  found  to  contain  a  piece  of  metal.  The  metal  was  identi¬ 
fied  as  a  fragment  from  a  cutter  of  the  dividing  machine.  The 

manufacturers  were  prosecuted  and  fined  £10  with  costs  of  £3°  3°  Od  for  this 
offence . 

Merchandise  Marks Acts,  1887  -  1953 : 

The  majority  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Acts  relates  to  ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  the  various  Marking 
Orders  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1926  are  complied  with. 

These  Orders  apply  to  the  marking  of  the  country  of  origin  on  imported  food¬ 
stuffs,  principally  meat,  apples,  tomatoes,  currants,  raisins,  sultanas, 
bacon,  ham,  poultry,  butter  and  honey,  upon  sale  and  exposure  for  sale. 
Inspections  were  made  at  65  premises  of  212  displays  of  these  foodstuffs. 

Any  infringements  detected  were  of  a  minor  nature  and  were  dealt  with  by 
verbal  warning. 


Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 : 

This  Order  requires  pre-packed  food  to  be  marked  with  the  name  and  address, 
or  with  the  registered  Trade  Mark  of  the  packer  or  labeller.  It  also 
requires  such  food  to  be  labelled  with  its  common  or  usual  name  (if  any), 
and  in  the  case  of  a  compounded  food  with  the  names  of  the  ingredients  in 
descending  order  of  proportion  by  weight.  It  also  controls  the  manner  in 

which  the  presence  of  vitamins  and  minerals  is  disclosed  and  prescribes 
specific  labelling  of  certain  foods.  A  total  of  351  articles  of  pre-packed 
food  was  examined  at  54  different  premises  to  ascertain  whether  there  was 
compliance  with  the  above  Order. 


False  and 


Food  advertisements  and  labels  have  been  scrutinised  for  false  and  mislead¬ 
ing  statements  and  descriptions.  No  serious  infringements  were  disclosed. 
Corrective  action  taken  within  the  whole  area  of  the  County  had  equal  effect 
within  the  sub-districts,  and  work  under  this  heading  is  combined  with  the 
inspections  made  in  connection  with  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  and  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order. 


Corrective  action  was  sought,  for  example,  where  fruit  syrups  were  described 
as  fruit  juices,  and  where  slimming  claims  were  made  in  association  with 
lemon  juice  drinks.  A  "Seedless  Fig  Bar"  was  found  to  contain  crushed 
seeds,  and  the  label  was  amended.  Some  extravagant  claims  in  respect  of 
medical  remedies  were  challenged  and  the  advertisements  withdrawn. 

Special  Designated  Milk : 

During  1959  eleven  samples  of  designated  milks  were  taken,  all  of  which  were 
certified  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Safe  Milk: 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  four  samples  of  raw  milk  were  procured  within 
the  Urban  District  and  submitted  to  test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli o  None  was  found  contaminated,. " 


within  the  Urban  Pi strict 
of  Sunb_ury-o_n-Thame  s  during  the  yeai 


Article 


Milk  (various)  0»o 

Butter 

Cakes  » » „ 

Drugs 

Pish  and  Fish  Products 
Fruit  -  Fresh,  Canned,  etc 
Ice  Cream 
Margarine 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Preserves  o00 

Sausages 

Sweets 

Vinegar 

Miscellaneous 


Total  Samples 
Procured 

23 

3 

4 

5 
7 
4 
4 
4 

14 
3 
3 
3 
9 

16 


104 


$$$$$$$$$$  }‘f  *  ❖  *  ❖ 
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APPENDIX 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1959  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  SUNBURY-ON-THAMES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 « 

PART  I  of  the  ACT 

I*  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

(D 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

M 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Ss.  1, 

2,  3>  A  <&  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 

Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  S.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

So  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Auth.  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

2 

2 

- 

- 

117 

67 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■*» 

Total 

119 

69 

6 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

Referred 

(i) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

U) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (Sec.  l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (Sec.  3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  venti¬ 
lation  (Sec.  4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

( Continued) 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Continued) 


1 

i 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

Particulars 

Referred 

(D 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  HoMo 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  Ho  Mi 
Inspector 

(5) 

were  instituted 

(6) 

j  Ineffective  drainage 
!  of  floors  (SeCo  6) 

- 

— 

- 

I 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(Sec 0  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

j 

4 

2 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

1  ^ 

5 

_  _ 

2 

“ 

1 

- 

PART  VIII  of  the  ACT  -  OUTWORKERS  (Sections  110  and  111  ) 


Section  110 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  (l )  (c)  coo 

15 

(Making  etc .  of 
wearing  apparel) 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in 

sending  lists  to  the  Council  cO0 

Nil 

Number  of  prosecutions  for 

failure  to  supply  lists  o  o  o  o » . 

Nil 

Section  111 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in 

unwholesome  premises  ooo  o»o 

Nil 

Notices  served  o«c  »cc 

Nil 

Prosecutions  °  o  c  c  <> » 

Nil 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Sunbury-on-Thame  s  * 

July,  I960. 

To  _the_  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  - 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1959 . 

The  year  has  not  been  one  of  spectacular  achievement  but  rather  of  steady 
progress  in  the  field  of  environmental  public  health.. 

Particular  attention  has  again  been  paid  to  the  task  of  meat  inspection  at 
two  private  slaughterhouses  and  all  animals  slaughtered  were  examined  by  your 
Inspectors  before  being  released  for  sale. 

Fourteen  dwellinghouses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  demolition  or  closing  orders  were  made,  as  appropriate .  The 
problem  of  providing  accommodation  for  families  displaced  by  slum  clearance 
action  is  very  acute  and  inflated  land  values  are  preventing  the  Council  from 
adequately  fulfilling  its  housing  obligation  to  build  and  let  houses  at  a 
reasonable  rent  to  persons  in  need. 

Only  very  limited  local  use  is  being  made  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing 
Act,  1959?  which  came  into  operation  at  the  middle  of  the  year  and  aims  at  the 
improvement  and  modernisation  of  amenities  in  older  types  of  property. 

I  thank  members  of  the  Council  and  staff,  particularly  members  of  the 
Public  Health  department,  for  their  support  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  W.  V/OODo 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


SUMMARY 


Condition  of  premises 

©  o  o 

o  o  o 

53 

Choked  or  defective  drains 

coo 

O  O  0 

50 

Defective  dustbins 

0  O  0 

O  O  0 

8 

Collection  of  refuse 

coo 

o  o  o 

7 

Moveable  dwellings 

o  o  o 

O  C  V 

8 

Offensive  deposits 

o  o  o 

O  0  o 

33 

Rats  and  mice 

• 

o  o  o 

O  O  0 

297 

Bugs,  fleas,  etc» 

COO 

O  O  0 

6 

Other  insects 

o  o  c 

o  o  o 

117 

Noise,  smoke  and  smell 

O  0  o 

o  o  o 

129 

Keeping  of  animals 

o  o  o 

O  O  0 

19 

Unsound  food 

O  O  0 

O  0  0 

12 

Miscellaneous 

OF  INSPECTIONS 

O  O  0 

o  o  o 

27 

Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

(a)  primary  inspections 

o  0  w 

O  0  0 

151 

(b)  re-inspections 

o  o  o 

0  o  o 

460 

Housing  Acts: 

(a)  primary  inspections 

o  o  o 

o  o  © 

78 

(b)  re-inspections 

0  ©  c 

coo 

86 

Housing  enquiries  (applications,  etc„ 
Factories  (mechanical  power) 

) 

o  c<  o 

5 

67 

Factories  (non-mechanical  power) 

o  u  o 

2 

Outworkers'  premises 

coo 

coo 

11 

Licensed  premises 

©  ©  c 

o  o  © 

3 

Places  of  public  entertainment 

©  o  o 

16 

Slaughterhouses 

o  o  o 

coo 

24 

Knackers  yards 

o  o  o 

©CO 

14 

Shops  -  Shops  Act 

o  c  o 

o  c  o 

2 

Food  shops 

0  c  o 

coo 

82 

Bakehouses 

o  o  o 

0  0  o 

17 

Food  preparing  premises 

O  O  0 

0  o  o 

75 

Ice  cream  premises 

o  o  o 

O  O  0 

29 

Hawkers  and  hawkers’  premises 

O  £>  O 

11 

Food  inspection  -  meat 

o  o  o 

©  0  o 

1,371 

other  foodstuffs 

o  o  o 

52 

Sampling  -  ice  cream 

o  o  o 

O  0  0 

8 

-  milk 

o  o  o 

O  O  O 

6 

-  water 

0  o  o 

O  0  o 

27 

Water  supplies 

O  0  o 

coo 

12 

Moveable  dwellings 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 

51 

Deposits  of  refuse 

0  O  0 

O  O  0 

63 

Tips 

o  ©  o 

O  0  o 

275 

Dustbins 

O  0  o 

O  0  o 

25 

Keeping  of  animals 

0  o  o 

o  o  © 

92 

Rodent  control 

o  o  o 

O  O  0 

1,550 

(Continued) 
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Vermin  and  other  pests 

0  0  0 

0  O  0 

194 

Air  pollution 

0  o  o 

o  o  o 

178 

Drainage 

O  0  o 

o  o  o 

304 

Infectious  diseases 

0  0  o 

0  0  0 

215 

Rivers,  ditches  and  watercourses 

0  0  o 

65 

Pet  Animals  Act  <,«<> 

0  0  9 

o  o  o 

7 

Petroleum  Acts  . » . 

0  0  6 

coo 

136 

Rent  Act,  1 957 

O  0  0 

WOO 

79 

Appointments  with  owners 

or  agents 

0  c  o 

25 

Miscellaneous  000 

O  0  o 

6  0  0 

123 

5,991 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal  Formal 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

50 

19 

Factories  Acts  0 „ „  »«„ 

6 

- 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

8 

- 

Petroleum  Acts  « „ „  00. 

16 

- 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act  0  o  0 

1 

1 

Middlesex  County  Council 

Act,  1956  00. 

1 

1 

HOUSING-  STATISTICS 

1 . 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1959: 

(a)  by  private  enterprise 

000 

0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

000 

0 

2.  (a) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

0 

(t) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 

c 

3.  (a) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  „ „ • 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  defects 
were  found  to  exist  (excluding  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  heading)  «, .  0 

4o  Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  defects  were 

remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  action 


Action  under  Statutory 
Powers  during  the  year 

5*  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 


6  88 
118 

229 

775 

14 

50 

25 
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(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(i)  by  owners 

(ii)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 . . 
60  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . „ .  0 „ , 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  „ , 0 

7o  Proceedings  under  sections  16  and  17 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  „O0  „ „ „ 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  O0o  „  „  „ 

(c)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  „ „ „  0c0 

(d)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  . „ ,  „ „ „ 


14 

15 


10 

14 


3 

2 


OVERCROWD  ING- 

One  dwellinghouse  was  found  to  be  overcrowded  and  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee »  The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  District  is  very  small  and 
no  serious  problem  exists,, 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959 

Seven  Discretionary  and  seven  Standard  Grants  were  made  for  house  improve¬ 
ments  during  the  year,,  Applications  are  considered  by  the  Finance  (improvement 
Grants)  Sub-Committee  and  reports  upon  the  applications  are  made  by  the  Engineer 
and  Sur  veyor  * 


RENT  ACT,  1957 


The  position  at  31st  December  relative  to  Certificates  of  Disrepair  is  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


•i  o  qq 

31  *  1 2  „  59  - 


Applications  received  for 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  «o»  .  <>  <»  7  38 

Undertakings  to  carry  out 

repairs  given  by  landlords  °  „  5  25 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  „  „ .  2  13 

Applications  received  for  cancellation 

of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  „ « „  <> .  <>  -  8 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled  .o»  -  7 


Enquiries  by  persons  affected  by  the  Rent  Act  have  been  dealt  with  in  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  information  has  been  given  to  landlords  and  tenants 
as  necessary o  Certain  forms  for  use  in  connection  with  the  Act  have  been  made 
available  for  purchase  in  the  Treasurer's  Department,, 
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PETROLEUM  ( REGULATION) _  ACTS 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  annual  licensing  of  premises  at  which 
petroleum  (including  petroleum  mixtures)  is  stored  and  47  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inspection  of  electrical  equip¬ 
ment  associated  with  petrol  pumps  and  the  Council  extended  the  period  for  com¬ 
pliance  with  new  electrical  regulations  for  existing  pumps  until  23rd  June,  I960. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937,  SECTION  34  (Means  of  Escape  in  _Case  of  Fire ) 

The  local  authority  is  required  to  examine  factories  which  employ  more  than 
twenty  persons  or  in  which  highly  inflammable  materials  are  used  and  to  issue  a 
Certificate  that  the  factory  is  provided  with  such  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary. 


Where  necessary  the  advice  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Branch  of  the  Middlesex 
Fire  Service  is  obtained. 

Three  Certificates  were  issued  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
twenty-two  Certificates  were  operative. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF . FOOD 

Food  Premises:  The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises 

in  the  District 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 

•  o  0 

9 

Butchers 

•  O  0 

20 

Confectionery  Manufacturers 

0  6  0 

1 

Factory  Canteens  . . . 

o  ©  o 

18 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

0  0  O 

6 

Greengrocers  ... 

©  0  © 

18 

G-rocers  and  "General  Stores" 

0  O  0 

54 

Licensed  Premises 

0  0  9 

34 

Milk  Depots 

GOO 

2 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

GOO 

23 

School  Kitchens 

0  O  O 

12 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

©CO 

3 

Soft  Drink  Manufacturers 

©  O  0 

1 

Sweets  and  Tobacco 

o  0  0 

28 

Warehouses  ... 

O  O  0 

2 

23? 

A  number  of  complaints  from  residents  regarding  unsound  or  suspected  food 
were  received  during  the  year.  The  complaints  related  to  bread,  cream  cake, 
imported  beef,  milk,  potatoes,  sausages  and  toffee. 

All  complaints  were  thoroughly  investigated  and,  where  necessary,  warnings 
given  to  offenders.  One  case  was  referred  to  the  Public  Control  Department  of 
the  County  Council  and  the  firm  concerned  was  successfully  prosecuted. 
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Premises  registered  under  Section  1 6 

A  955 : 


of  the  Food  and 


(a)  Ice  cream  manufacture 

lb)  Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 

(c)  Manufacture  of  sausages  and 

preserved  food 


68 

20 


Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
I Pasteurised  and  S t er i li s edT  Re gpila_t i on s^; 
the  Milk  l Special  Designation)^  Raw  M: 


4949^  and 


1949. 


Pasteurised 

Dealers  5 

Supplementary  2 


Sterilised 

12 

2 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

5 

3 


Lations 

Sixty-eight  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream, 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  District  and  most  traders 
sell  only  prepacked  ice  cream  of  well-known  firms . 

Samples  of  ice  cream  are  periodically  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination * 


Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 

Meat  inspection  at  private  slaughterhouses  has  again  occupied  a  high  propor¬ 
tion  of  your  Inspectors'  time.  Although  the  number  of  animals  killed  was  fewer 
than  in  the  previous  year  the  times  of  slaughter  were  unchanged  and  evening  and 
weekend  duties  were  necessary . 

The  Slaughterhouses  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959?  specified  the  2nd 
November  as  the  earliest  date  by  which  local  authorities  could  submit  their 
reports  upon  facilities  in  their  areas  and  the  report  was  in  course  of 
preparation  at  the  end  of  the  year,. 

In  view  of  the  importance  placed  upon  meat  inspection  it  is  rather  incon¬ 
gruous  that  the  duty  to  inspect  meat  is  not  obligatory  upon  a  local  authority. 

In  this  District,  however,  all  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected  and  all  meat 
condemned  is  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  disposed  of  by  sale  for 
processing  into  fertilizers. 

Two  slaughterhouses  continue  to  be  used  as  Deadweight  Certification  Centres 
for  pigs  in  connection  with  the  Government  Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  pigs  certified  by  your  Inspectors  as  being  eligible  for  guarantee  payment 
was  4,904,  and  the  Council  received  £137  for  undertaking  this  service  on  behalf 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

An  Exchequer  Grant  of  £88  towards  the  Council's  cost  of  meat  inspection  for 
the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  I960,  was  made. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  meat  condemned  are  shown  on  page  27 « 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

No  action  has  so  far  been  taken  by  the  Council  regarding  the  establishment 
of  smoke  control  areas  under  the  Act  but  consideration  will  again  be  given 
during  i960. 
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Building  byelaws  require  that  all  buildings  erected  after  1st  August,  1957 > 
shall  be  provided  with  approved  fuel  burning  appliances « 

Two  notices  of  intention  to  install  furnaces  were  received  but  no  applica¬ 
tion  for  prior  approval  under  section  3  was  made,,  It  is  apparent  that  the 
requirement  to  give  notification  of  the  installation  of  new  furnaces  is  not 
sufficiently  well  known  among  architects  and  industrial  developers. 

Deposited  plans  which  include  the  erection  of  a  chimney,  in  connection  with 
buildings  other  than  residences,  shops  and  offices,  are  examined  jointly  with 
the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  department  in  order  that  the  chimney  may  be 
constructed  to  such  a  height  as  to  prevent,  so  far  as  practicable,  a  public 
health  nuisance. 


A  standard  atmospheric  deposit  gauge  was  operating  from  1st  June,  1959,  and 
monthly  analyses  are  obtained  in  order  to  determine  the  degree  of  deposition  of 
grit  and  dust  in  certain  parts  of  the  District. 


PREVENTION  OF 
Rodent  Control: 


DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 


ACLu 


1949 


Treatment  is  provided  free  for  domestic  premises  but  a  charge 
is  made  for  work  undertaken  at  business  premises.  There  was  a  marked  rise  in 
the  number  of  complaints  received. 

One  rodent  operative  is  employed  and  the  following  summary  indicates  the 
work  carried  out  :- 


Complaints  received  ...  ...  297 
Domestic  premises  treated  ...  273 
Business  premises  treated  ...  12 
Visits  made  by  Rodent  Operative  ...  1,473 
Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  77 


Your  operative  also  undertakes  the  destruction  of  wasps  nests  where  a 
nuisance  is  caused  and  where  it  is  practicable  for  the  nest  to  be  destroyed.  A 
charge  of  10s.  6d  is  made  for  the  service.  A  total  of  77  nests  were  destroyed 
during  the  year. 


Disinfections  and  Disinfestations : 

Disinfections 


Disinfestations 


Clothing 

Books 

Premises 


O  O  0 

o  o  o 


o  o  o 


1 

12 

3 


REFUSE  TIPS 

Consents  to  deposit  refuse  into  existing  or  disused  wet  gravel  pits  were 
given  in  respect  of  eight  pits.  The  consents  are  given  under  the  Middlesex 
Council  Act,  1944*  for  a  period  of  twelve  months  and  are  subject  to  conditions 
regarding  materials  to  be  deposited  and  other  safeguards  in  order  that  the  pits 
may  be  filled  in  an  orderly  manner  and  without  causing  nuisance. 

The  conditions  imposed  by  the  Council  have  led  to  considerable  general 
improvement  in  the  local  tips  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  see  a  few  acres 
of  disused  pits  which  have  been  filled  and  reclaimed  sufficiently  well  to  pro¬ 
duce  hay  crops  and  provide  grazing  land.  One  or  two  of  the  older  tips,  however, 
still  give  cause  for  concern  and  very  frequent  inspections  are  necessary  in  order 
to  ascertain  that  conditions  are  being  observed. 
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Details  of  animals 
inspected  and  carcases  condemned 


Cattle 

excl 

Cows 

Cow  s 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

51 

584 

300 

3,038 

18,072 

1 

Number  inspected 

51 

584 

300 

3,038 

18,072 

1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  Sz  Cystic  ere  i 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

A 

4 

. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

19 

275 

2 

189 

1,770 

- 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tub¬ 
erculosis  &  cysticerci 

57  =  25 

47.26 

1 ,00 

6.35 

9.82 

- 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

. 

1 

13 

- 

- 

355 

- 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

1  o96 

2,23 

- 

- 

1 ,92 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted 
to  refrigeration 
treatment 

- 

""" 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

i 

- 

Approximately  ki  tons  of  meat  was  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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